
Before  t h e  Board o f  Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 29, 1972 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 11185 Joseph R .  and H a r r i e t t  K .  S i p p e r ,  a p p e l l a n t  

THE ZINING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  by a  v o t e  o f  4-0, 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order  o f  t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  mee t ing  o f  
January 23, 1973. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  change a  non-conforming 
use  from r e t a i l  s a l e s  o f  used books,  p a i n t i n g s  and m a n u s c r i p t s  
e t c .  t o  o f f i c e  a t  2531 P S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  L o t  804,  Square  1264,  
be DENIED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. S u b j e c t  premise  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-B R e s i d e n t i a l  Zone, 
which i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  a s  a n  a r e a  o f  g e n e r a l  
r e s i d e n c e s ;  medium d e n s i t y .  

2 .  It i s  a p p l i c a n t ' s  i n t e n t  t o  c o n v e r t  t h i s  two-s tory  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e ,  which i s  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e t a i l  o u t l e t  
f o r  used books and m a n u s c r i p t s ,  t o  a r e t a i l  s a l e s  o f f i c e ,  I n t e r -  
l a k e ,  I n c o r p o r a t e .  

3. It i s  a p p l i c a n t ' s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e  proposed new t e n a n t  
would occupy p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  basement .  'Ihe second 
f l o o r  would remain  devo ted  t o  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  u n i t .  

4 .  It i s  a p p l i c a n t ' s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  changes 
w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  proposed new u s e .  

5 .  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  change o f  non-conforming 
use  was vo iced  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and l e t t e r s  i n  s u p p o r t ,  a s  
w e l l  a s ,  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  were s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h e  Board ' s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

OPINION: 

This Board i s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  proposed change o f  non- 
conforming u s e  i s  n o t  . o f  a  more r e s t r i c t e d  n a t u r e  t h a n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
non-conforming use  and t h u s  d e n i e s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e i n .  



Appl i ca t ion  No. 11185 
March 14,  1973 
PAGE 2 

O P I N I O N :  

I t  is  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  of t h i s  Board and con t inues  t o  
be t h a t  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  non-conforming u s e s  i n  repugnant t o  
p u b l i c  zoning p o l i c y  and ignores  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t r i c t  and 
t e rmina t e  such u3es a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  wi thout  a showing 
t h a t  t h e  proposed new use  i s  of less i n t e n s i t y  than  t h e  p r i o r  
use .  

We a r e  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  use  w i l l  have an adverse  
e f f e c t  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and f u t u r e  development of 
t h e  neighborhood and w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair  t h e  purpose,  
i n t e n t  o r  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and Maps. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUST NT 

ATTESTED: e 
By: GEL~RGE A.  k& GROGAN 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

March 14,  1973 


